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2009 Data Shows Major Fatality Decrease
On September 9th, 2010,
U.S. Transportation Secretary
Ray LaHood released updated
2009 fatality and injury data
showing that highway deaths
fell to 33,808 for the year, the
lowest number since 1950.
The record-breaking decline in
traffic fatalities occurred even
while estimated vehicle miles
traveled in 2009 increased by
0.2 percent over 2008 levels.
In addition, 2009 saw the lowest fatality and injury rates
ever recorded: 1.13 deaths
per 100 million vehicle miles
traveled in 2009, compared to
1.26 deaths for 2008. Fatalities declined in all categories
of vehicles, including motorcycles, which saw fatalities fall

O

by 850 from 2008, breaking an
11-year cycle of annual increases. “At the Department
of Transportation, we are laser
-focused on our top priority:
safety,” said Secretary LaHood. LaHood went on to
state that the announcement
showed that America’s roads
are the safest they’ve ever
been, but they must be safer.
“….And we will not rest until
they are,’ stated LaHood.
As part of the Department’s
campaign to reduce traffic fatalities, Secretary LaHood will
convene a National Distracted
Driving Summit on September
21st in Washington, D.C. The
Secretary will bring together
leading Transportation offi-

cials, safety advocates, law
enforcement, industry representatives, researchers, and
victims affected by distractionrelated crashes to address
challenges and identify opportunities for national antidistracted driving efforts. This
follows the first summit Secretary LaHood held in the Fall of
2009 that sparked a national
conversation about texting and
talking on cell phones while
driving. According to a National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA) study
based on 2006 Centers for
Disease Control (CDC) data,
motor vehicle crashes are the
leading cause of death for
(Continued on Page #3)

Talking While Driving Bans Gain Momentum
Jurisdiction-wide ban on
A driving
while talking on a

cellphones. Localities that
have enacted restrictions on
hand-held cellphone is in
cellphone use include: Oahu,
place in 9 states (California,
HI; Chicago, IL; Brookline,
Connecticut, Delaware, Mary- MA; Detroit, MI; Santa Fe,
land, New Jersey, New York, NM; Brooklyn, North
Oregon, Utah, and WashingOlmstead, and Walton Hills,
ton) and in the District of CoOH; Conshohocken, Lebanon,
lumbia. Utah has named the and West Conshohocken, PA;
offense Careless Driving. Un- Waupaca County, WI; and
der Utah law, no one commits Cheyenne, WY.
an offense when speaking on
The use of all cellphones
a cellphone unless they are
while driving a school bus is
also committing some other
prohibited in 19 states and the
moving violation other than
District of Columbia.
speeding. Local jurisdictions
The use of all cellphones by
may or may not need specific novice drivers is restricted in
state statutory authority to ban 28 states (Including Indiana)

and the District of Columbia.
Text messaging is banned for
all drivers in 30 states and the
District of Columbia. In addition, novice drivers are
banned from texting in 8
states (Alabama, Indiana,
Main, Mississippi, Missouri,
Oklahoma, Texas, and West
Virginia) and school bus drivers are banned from text messaging in 2 states (Oklahoma
and Texas).
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IACAI Hosts Forensics Seminar
R ecently, the Indiana Asso-

ciation of Certified Accident
Investigators met at Norfolk
Southerns’ New Haven rail
yards for a training session on
grade crossing collisions. The
one-day June class was a condensed version of the standard
three day Operation Lifesaver
course offered by the railroad.
The course, instructed by NS
RR Special agent Andrew
Head, included classroom instruction on railroad safety,
railroad operations, and crash
investigation involving railroad
equipment. Head detailed the
procedures for documenting
car/train collisions, including
documenting the DOT ID number for the crossing gate/signal
stand. These numbers are
unique for each crossing; by
giving the railroad the DOT
numbers alone, the railroad
would be able to identify the
crossing. Additional investigation requirements include identifying the lead locomotive’s ID
number, found printed on the
side of the locomotive and on
the number boards on the front
and rear of the locomotive.
Another point to document is
the ID number of the freight car
which is found sitting at the
crossing following the crash.
The railroad has the train
lengths well figured and can
determine the length of the
train and distance it needed to
stop just by having that infor-

mation.
Those attending also met with
signal maintenance workers,
who explained the inner workings of the railroad signal
equipment and explained how
the system detects trains and
activates the crossing arm/
lights system. Attendees were
also shown the locomotive fuel
loading platform and were
brought on board a locomotive
for a tour of the engine and its
massive powerplant. Inside the
locomotive, attendees were
able to get a good visual perspective on what the engineer
sees when operating a locomotive. One minute in the engineer’s seat and it doesn’t take
long to figure out that you don’t
a real good field of view along
either side of the locomotive
and somewhat limited view
even from the front end. Nor-

folk Southern was even gracious enough to provide lunch
to those attending the class.
Our day ended with a tour of
NS’s dispatch center, which
takes care of not only the Fort
Wayne division, but Chicago,
Detroit, and Cincinnati divisions
as well. Very impressive…!!
For those who live in or near
an area serviced by Norfolk
Southern RR, agencies can
request a full three-day Operation Lifesaver Course by contacting the Norfolk Southern
RR Police Department.
Our profound thanks to Special
agent Andy Head and the many
other NS employees (who’s
names I failed to get) , as well
as Norfolk Southern itself, for
their time and generous hospitality in making this a great
seminar.

eremy Inman and Matt
Minich were recently appointed to the board of directors for the IACAI, President
Don Harris announced.
Inman, who is a deputy for the
Green County Sheriff’s Dept.,
will serve as a south director,
replacing Brad Seifers of the

wait their turn
before boarding
NS’s GP-38
#5547 for a tour
of the cabin and
powerplant.

Inman, Minich Appointed New IACAI South Directors
J

IACAI attendees

Bloomington Police Dept.
Minich, who is a patrolman for
the Sellersburg Police Department, replaces south director
Jon Kovach, also of the Bloomington Police Department.
Both appointments became
official at the IACAI Board of
Director’s meeting in August at

Greenwood. Anyone who is in
need of information or assistance in investigating in collision is invited to contact Jeremy @ jinman286@hotmail.com, or Matt
@ minich610@yahoo.com.
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Fatality Decrease
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tinue to work with our state
partners to strictly enforce
both seat belt use and antithose between the ages of 3
drunk driving laws across this
and 34. In addition to the
record-breaking drop in fatali- nation, every day and every
night.”
ties, the number of people
Highlights of the latest Fainjured in motor vehicle
tality
Analysis Reporting Syscrashes in 2009 declined for a
tem (FARS) and related
10th straight year in a row,
NHTSA data include the folfalling an estimated 5.5 percent from 2008, according to lowing:
33, 808 people died in motor
NHTSA data recently revehicle traffic crashes in 2009,
leased.
a 9.7 percent decline from 37,
Alcohol impaired driving
fatalities declined by 7.4 per- 423 deaths reported in 2008,
and the lowest number of
cent in 2009– 10,839 comdeaths since 1950 (which had
pared to 11,711 reported in
2008. Overall, 33 states and 33,186).
An estimated 2.217 million
Puerto Rico experienced a
decline in the number of alco- people were injured in 2009, a
hol-impaired driving fatalities 5.5 percent decline from
2.346 million in 2008.
in 2009 compared to 2008.
NHTSA Administrator David 30,797 fatal crashes occurred
in 2009, down 9.9 percent
Strickland stated that the
from 34,172 in 2008. All
numbers reflect the tangible
crashes (fatal, injury and
benefits of record seat belt
property damage only) were
use and strong anti-drunk
down by 5.3 percent in 2009
driving enforcement camfrom a year ago. Forty-one
paigns. “But we are still losstates, the District of Columing more than 33,000 lives a
bia and Puerto Rico all had
year on our highways, and
about a third of these involve reductions in fatalities, lead by
Florida (with 422 fewer fatalidrunk driving. We will con-

ties) and Texas (with 405
fewer fatalities.
In Indiana, the numbers are
similar: Statewide, there
were 630 crashes in 2009,
compared to 727 in 2008.
Fatalities on Indiana’s highways for 2009 were 691, a
dramatic decline from 2008,
where the total number of fatalities reached 820.
Currently, the numbers for
2010 do not look as promising. Reported crashes so far
this year are at 465, an increase of 5 from the same
time last year. Fatalities are
almost even with last year,
reported at 502, compared to
503 at this time last year.
The NHTSA article is reprinted in part
from a NHTSA press release
#DOT165-10, dated September 9,
2010. See the entire article at:
www.nhtsa.gov/about+NHTSA/
Press+releases/2010/
Indiana FARS Stats are as published
through the Indiana Criminal Justice
Institute’s website, at
www.in.gov/cji/2574/html

Crash Investigation/Reconstruction Courses Announced
Northwestern Unv. Center for Public
Safety:

Institute of Police Technology/
Management:

Traffic Crash Reconstruction I
$1050
Evanston, IL
10/18-29/2010
Traffic Crash Reconstruction II
$850
Evanston, IL
11/01-05/2010
Event Data Recorder Technician
$200
Evanston, IL
11/16/2010
Crash Investigation I
$975
Evanston, IL
03/07-18/2011
Crash Investigation II
$975
Evanston, IL
03/21-04/01/2011
Vehicle Dynamics
$775
Evanston, IL
04/11-15/2011

Advanced Commercial VCI
$695
Jacksonville, FL
11/01-08/2010
Scene Mapping/Laser
$695
Jacksonville, FL
11/29-12/03/2010
Advanced Traffic Crash Recon
$895
Jacksonville, FL
04/11-22/2011
At Scene Traffic Crash Inv
$895
Jacksonville, FL
11/29-12/10/2010
Traffic Crash Recons
$895
Jacksonville, FL
04/25-05/06/2011
Energy/Damage Analysis
$725
Murfreesboro, TN
05/23-27/2011
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Officer Acquired Skills By Accident
(Ed note: Don Harris recently
came across an old Indianapolis
newspaper article written by Abe
Aamidor, on former IACAI VicePresident Mike Snow regarding his
job with the then Indianapolis Police Dept. The following is excerpts from that un-dated article)
“My title is accident investigator, Reconstructionist, fatality
expert and deaf relations officer. I teach sign language and
community deaf relations for
the deaf community. I learned
to sign about five or six years
ago; my wife Diedre (Dee) and
I have adopted three deaf children. We’ll be starting our 25th
year this month. That’s a long
time in the police field. Most of
the officers get a divorce in the
first three to seven years.
Accidents is one of the fields
that all police officers hate. To
me, it was no big deal, so a lot
of times when an accident
would come out, I’d volunteer
to take it. The more I’d volunteer it seemed the more I got
interested in trying to figure out
how they happened, so I took
some classes at the Indiana
Law Enforcement Academy in
Plainfield.
I’ve investigated roughly
10,000 accidents. We average
about 50 to 60 fatals a year; I’m
either directly or indirectly involved in about a third to half of
them. A lot of time the cause is
failure to yield to the other person. That, and speed.
You can tell quite a bit from a
wrecked vehicle. You’ll tell
principle direction of force, the
angle which the cars hit each

other or, in the case of one I’m
investigating today, the angle at
which a van hit a utility pole.
We’ll be able to tell how much
energy was required to crush
the van...and ultimately we’ll
determine the speed.
The worst case I’ve investigated for the department involved a school bus for the
Deaf School. It was an accident at 38th street and Boulevard Place, where one of the
girls got killed. It’s always
worse when little children are
involved, and this was worse
because I was involved with the
Deaf School. We did a real indepth reconstruction into that
accident, and we can tell you
how the vehicles came together, how they departed,
where the van was at when the
children were thrown out and
how the van was rotating. But
one of the things we cannot tell
is what was the color of the
traffic light. We can tell how
the accident happened, but we
cannot always tell who was at
fault.
I’ve been declared an expert
in the courts many times, on
criminal charges and civil
charges. Some of the lawyers
try to tear me down, but unless
they know a who lot about accident reconstruction, it’s hard for
them to dispute what I’m saying. I don’t get a whole lot of
people trying to tear me down,
but they’ll ask: “Are you absolutely sure?” Sometimes we’re
making an educated guess, so
that’s something they can work
on.

I worked on the private side
on one case in southern Indiana where they didn’t have
many reconstructionists. Just
the officer took a report, and
after we did the reconstruction,
we found out it wasn’t an accident, it was a homicide. It involved a motorcyclist and a car.
At the time, the lady driving the
car said the motorcycle cut in
front of her as she was going
across a little bridge and he hit
the abutment. After we did the
reconstruction and recovered
the motorcycle, we found paint
from the lady’s car underneath
the motorcycle muffler. We
had a photograph of the car
and we could determine exactly
where the car hit the motorcycle. She had actually run the
motorcycle off the road. The
last I heard, they were doing a
plea-bargain on it.
I’ve done thousands and
thousands of regular accidents
and hundreds of fatal accident
reconstructions, and I’d say
that, of those who died, better
than 90 percent would have not
died if they were using their
seat belts. Airbags are super,
but one thing is they give you a
false sense of security. You
have to use the seat belt, too,
which will hold you there so the
airbag can do its job.
I’ve never had a person killed
who was wearing a seat belt
and the car had an airbag. I’ve
never covered an accident
where they had serious injuries
if they were using both systems, though I’m sure that will
happen sometimes.”

“I was in the coffee bar yesterday when I suddenly realized I desperately needed to pass
gas. The music was really, really loud, so I timed my farts with the beat. After a couple
of songs, I started to feel better. I finished my coffee and noticed that everybody was
staring at me. Then I suddenly remembered that I was listening to my iPod. “
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This course will instruct you in the proper techniques for creating comprehensive scale diagrams using the CadZone computer software currently owned by your
agency.
Crash Zone is an in-depth, "hands-on" course where you will construct scale diagrams
of various crash scenarios including the final resting positions of vehicles and road surface evidence. Crush damage and the direction of impact will also be covered. Completed diagrams will then be produced on a plotter or laser printer.
In addition, you will learn how to utilize data collected with laser mapping systems, such
as LTI and Total Station, to create accurate, professional-looking diagrams suitable for
courtroom presentation.
To attend this
class, please
contact one of the
following:
Training Director
Sgt J. Krejsa
300 N High St
Muncie, IN 47305
(765)747-4821 or
Email
JRkrejsa@munciep
olice.org , or
Patrolman Gary
Vannatta
300 N. High St
Muncie, IN 47305
(765)717-0082 or
email me @
Gvannatta@cityof
muncie.com
Gvann59303@aol.
com
If you need an
invoice for this
class please
contact:
Administrative
assistant
Judy Swain
300 N. High St
Muncie, IN 47305
(765)747-4875

• Creating scaled computer diagrams
• Creating presentation images for explaining crash scenarios
• Safeguarding the data while creating diagrams
• Using baseline offset and triangulation methods to create diagrams
• Using laser mapping data
• Creating, modifying and placing symbols
• Adding text and dimensioning
• Creating separate layers for illustration
• Measuring the distance and angles of pre- and post-impact trajectories
• Extracting information for use in linear momentum and other equations
• Creating time and distance illustrations
• Importing and exporting images
• Using basic photogrametry on imported images
• Creating scale bars, title and legend boxes
• Importing and exporting various file types
• Creating basic 3D illustrations
You must bring a scientific calculator with you to class. The CadZone software is
included in the cost of the course.
Preparation
Students will need to make sure that the latest software Cad Zone software is installed on the
machines we will be using. This can be done by downloading the latest from the CadZone.com
website. The latest version is 8.5.5
Each student needs to have a computer. Students will need to have administrative access as to
avoid potential issues in installation of software and sharing files.
Students should bring an external mouse with mouse wheel. Highly recommended.
Students should also have access to read and write from DVD/CD or USB (preferred).
Students should also bring at least a 2 GB thumb drive minimum (4 GB recommended) in order
to be able to exchange files.
Class time will be scheduled from 8:00 AM to 4:00 PM with homework assignments as needed.
Class is a pass/fail course. Students are required to successfully complete all assigned projects
to receive a certificate.

Tuition for this course is $725
The training facility is located at
EMS station #3
4501 E. Memorial Dr
Muncie, IN 47305
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"Evidence Collection Case Study" &
“Evidence
In Crash Investigations”
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Primary Business
Address
Your Address Line 2
Your Address Line 3
Your Address Line 4

Presented by: Capt. Tim Spencer, Mishawaka Police Dept.,
Eric Tamashasky, Prosecutor, St. Joseph County FACT, &
Ed Zych, Prosecutor,
Marion County FACT

Wednesday, September 29, 2010 0900-1500 hrs
at the
Greenwood Police Department Training Center
736 Loews Blvd
Greenwood, IN 46142

Cost: $50 for IACAI members; $75 for non-members

No advanced registration is required.
Registration begins at 08:30am

Please plan to attend!!
Questions regarding this seminar may be directed to IACAI
President Don Harris
email: donhar232@comcast.net

The Association is published quarterly as a service to members of the
Indiana Association of Certified
Accident Investigators.
Articles submitted are the responsibility of the author; the IACAI assumes no responsibility as to an
article’s content.

