
reenwood PD was 
the host for a recent 

IACAI training seminar 
on Evidence Collection 
in Crash Investigation on 
September 29, 2010.    
In the morning session, 
Eric Tamashasky, prose-
cutor for the St. Joseph 
County FACT and Capt. 
Tim Spencer of the 
Mishawaka Police Dept. 
FACT and IACAI North 
Director, presented case 
studies investigated by 
the St. Joseph Co. FACT 
team and discussed 
some of the lessons 
learned during their in-
vestigations.  One of the 
cases reviewed involved 
a hit/run pedestrian  
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Celebrating 20 years of Service to the Accident Investigation Community 

St. Joseph County FACT prosecutor Eric Tamashasky is shown discussing a case 
with IACAI attendees at the most recent IACAI training seminar in Greenwood. 
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fatality which took investiga-
tors on a path that involved 
two states and was ultimately 
solved by a small piece of 
plastic recovered at the scene 
which matched the damaged 
grill of the suspect’s van.  Had 
the evidence been over-
looked or disregarded at the 
scene, the case would likely 
have never been solved.   An-
other case discussed involved 
the death of an off-duty town 
marshal after being struck by 
a vehicle that had gone left of 
center.   The town marshal, 
Craig Toner, was then ran 
over by the driver, Alexander 
Orta, and subsequently killed.  
Orta was later apprehended 

and was found to have a BAC 
level of 0.23.  He also tested 
positive for cocaine, opiates, 
and other controlled sub-
stances.   Orta might have 
only been charged with DUI 
causing death and/or LTS 
causing death, but instead 
found himself with murder 
charges after investigators 
determined that Orta had 
stopped following the initial 
impact with Toner and then 
returning to his vehicle and 
running Toner over again be-
fore leaving the scene.   Orta 
was later found guilty of Mur-
der at trial (the first of a kind in 
the state.)   The afternoon 
session was a presentation by 

Hamilton County FACT Prose-
cutor Amy Summerfield and 
Marion County FACT Prose-
cutor Edward Zych.    Their 
presentation included an over-
view of DUI involving Serious 
Bodily Injury, DUI causing 
Death, Leaving the Scene is-
sues, as well as legalities of 
forfeitures.  They also re-
viewed the proper procedures 
for evidence collection, search 
warrants, and chain of custody 
issues.   The presentation 
concluded with a review of the 
new Indiana Supreme Court 
trial rule regarding Custodial 
Interrogation and the use of 
audio/video recording devices. 



 

“Among 18-24 

year-olds, the 

group most likely 

to text, 45 per-

cent reported 

doing so anyway 

in states that 

ban all drivers 

from texting.” 
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Arlington, VA - It’s illegal to text 
while driving in most US states. 
Yet a new study by researchers 
at the Highway Loss Data Insti-
tute (HLDI) finds no reductions 
in crashes after laws take effect 
that ban texting by all drivers.  
In fact, such bans are associ-
ated with a slight increase in 
the frequency of insurance 
claims filed under collision cov-
erage for damage to vehicles in 
crashes.  This finding is based 
on comparisons of claims in 4 
states before and after texting 
bans, compared with patterns 
of claims in nearby states. 
   The new findings, released 
recently at the annual meeting 
of the Governors Highway 
Safety Association, are consis-
tent with those of a previous 
HLDI study, which found that 
banning hand-held phone use 
while driving doesn’t cut 
crashes.  HLDI is an affiliate of 
the Insurance Institute for High-
way Safety. 
    HLDI researchers calculated 
rates of collision claims for ve-
hicles up to 9 years old during 
the months immediately before 
and after driver texting was 
banned in California (January 
2009), Louisiana (July 2008), 
Minnesota (August 2008), and 
Washington (January 2008).  
Comparable data were col-
lected in nearby states where 
texting laws weren’t substan-
tially changed during the time 
span of the study.  This con-
trolled for possible changes in 
collision claim rates unrelated 
to the bans - changes in the 
number of miles driven due to 
the economy, seasonal 
changes in driving patterns, 
etc. 
    “Texting bans haven’t re-
duced crashes at all.  In a per-
verse twist, crashes increased 
in 3 of the 4 states we studied 
after the bans were enacted.  

It’s an indication that texting 
bans might even increase the 
risk of texting for drivers who 
continue to do so despite the 
laws,” says Adrian Lund, presi-
dent of both HLDI and the In-
surance Institute for Highway 
Safety. 
    HLDI’s new findings about 
texting, together with the or-
ganization’s previous finding 
that hand-held phone bans did-
n’t reduce crashes, “call into 
question the way policymakers 
are trying to address the prob-
lem of distracted driving 
crashes,” Lund adds.  “They’re 
focusing on a single manifesta-
tion of distracted driving and 
banning it.  This ignores the 
endless sources of distraction 
and relies on banning one 
source or another to solve the 
whole problem.” 
    Month-to-month fluctuations 
in the rates of collision claims in 
HLDI’s 4 study states with tex-
ting bans for all drivers didn’t 
change much from before to 
after the bans were enacted.  
Nor did the patterns differ much 
from those in nearby states that 
didn’t ban texting for all drivers 
during the study period.  To the 
extent that the crash patterns 
did change in the study states, 
they went up, not down, after 
the bans took effect.  Increases 
varied from 1 percent more 
crashes in Washington to about 
9 percent more in Minnesota 
(the result in Washington isn’t 
statistically significant.) 
    Young motorists are more 
likely than older people to text 
while driving.  In all 4 of the 
study states, crashes increased 
among drivers younger than 25 
after the all-driver bans took 
effect.  In California, Louisiana, 
and Washington, the increases 
for young drivers were greater 
than for drivers 25 and older.  
The largest crash increase of 

all (12 percent) following enact-
ment of a texting ban was 
among young drivers in Califor-
nia.  “The point of texting bans 
is to reduce crashes, and by 
this essential measure the laws 
are ineffective,” Lund points 
out.  He cautions that “finding 
no reduction in crashes, or 
even a small increase, doesn’t 
mean it’s safe to text and drive, 
though.  There’s a crash risk 
associated with doing this.  It’s 
just that bans aren’t reducing 
this crash risk.” 
    An IIHS study that relied on 
driver phone records found a 4-
fold increase in the risk of injury 
crashes associated with phon-
ing.  A study in Canada found a 
4-fold increase in the risk of 
crashes involving property 
damage.  The crash risk asso-
ciated with texting hasn’t been 
quantified as precisely, but it 
may be comparable, if not 
greater, than the risk associ-
ated with phoning.”  “Neither 
texting bans nor bans on hand-
held phone use have reduced 
crash risk,” Lund says. 
Noncompliance is a likely rea-
son texting bans aren’t reduc-
ing crashes.  Survey results 
indicate that many drivers, es-
pecially younger ones, shrug 
off these bans.  Among 18-24 
year-olds, the group most likely 
to text, 45 percent reported 
doing so anyway in states that 
ban all drivers from texting.  
This is just shy of the 48 per-
cent of drivers who reported 
texting in states without bans.  
Many respondents who knew it 
was illegal to text said they did-
n’t think police were strongly 
enforcing the bans. 
“But this doesn’t explain why 
crashes increased after texting 
bans,” Lund points out.  “If driv-
ers were disregarding the bans, 
 
(Continued on page 3.) 

Texting Bans Don’t Reduce Crashes 
A Highway Loss Data Institute News Release  9/2010 



 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 2) 
 
..then the crash patterns 
should have remained steady.  
So clearly drivers did respond 
to the bans somehow, and 
what they might have been 
doing was moving their 
phones down and out of sight 
when they texted, in recogni-
tion that what they were doing 
was illegal.  This could exac-
erbate the risk of texting by 
taking driver’s eyes further 
from the road and for a longer 
time.” 

   Using a driver simulator, 
researchers at the University 
of Glasgow found a sharp de-
crease in crash likelihood 
when participants switched 
from head-down to head-up 
displays.  This suggests that it 
might be more hazardous for 
a driver to text from a device 
that’s hidden from view on the 
lap or vehicle seat. 
Texting in general is on the 
increase.  Wireless phone 
subscriptions numbered 286 
million as of December 2009, 
up 47 percent from 194 million 

in June 2005.  Text messag-
ing is increasing, too.  It went 
up by about 60 percent in 1 
year alone, from 1 trillion mes-
sages in 2008 to 1.6 trillion 
messages in 2009.  The Dis-
trict of Columbia was the first 
US jurisdiction to ban all mo-
torists from texting.  This was 
in 2004, and since then 30 
states have followed suit.  
Nearly half of these bans 
have been enacted in 2010. 
 
For more information, go to 
www.iihs.org 

More about:  Texting Bans Don’t Reduce Crashes 
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Crash Investigation/Reconstruction Courses Announced 

Northwestern Unv. Center for Public 
Safety: 
 

Traffic Crash Reconstruction I        02/14-25/2011 
Springfield, IL                                           $ TBD 
Traffic Crash Reconstruction II  02/28-03/04/2011 
Springfield, IL                                           $ TBD 
Crash Investigation I                        03/07-18/2011 
Evanston, IL                                              $975 
Crash Investigation II                  03/21-04/01/2011 
Evanston, IL                                              $975 
Math & Physics Refresher               04/04-08/2011 
Evanston, IL                                              $775 
Vehicle Dynamics                            04/11-15/2011 
Evanston, IL                                              $775 

Institute of Police Technology/
Management: 
 
Forensic Scene Mapping                               $695 
Jacksonville, FL                             03/14-18/2011 
Event Data Recorder                                     $695 
Jacksonville, FL                             03/14-18/2011 
At-Scene Traffic Crash Inv.                          $895 
Murfreesboro, TN                     03/21-04/01/2011 
Advanced Traffic Crash Recon                     $895 
Jacksonville, FL                             04/11-22/2011 
Traffic Crash Recons                                     $895 
 Jacksonville, FL                       04/25-05/06/2011 
Energy/Damage Analysis                              $725 
Murfreesboro, TN                          05/23-27/2011 

Lawyers Say The Darnest Things… 
 
Lawyer:  “Did you blow your horn or anything?” 
Witness:  “After the accident?” 
Lawyer:  “Before the accident.” 
Witness:  “Sure, I played for ten years.  I even went to school for it.” 
 
 
Lawyer:  “Do you drink when you’re on duty?” 
Witness:  “I don’t drink when I’m on duty, unless I come on duty drunk.” 
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Lawyer:  “Officer, when you stopped the defendant, were your red & blue lights flashing?” 
Witness:  “Yes.” 
Lawyer:  “Did the defendant say anything when she got out of her car?” 
Witness:  “Yes, sir.” 
Lawyer:  “What did she say?” 
Witness:  “What disco am I at?” 
 
 
Lawyer:  “How far apart were the vehicles at the time of the collision? 

Author Unknown 

 When the Lord was creating 
police officers, he was into his 
sixth day of working overtime 
when an angel appeared and 
said,                                                                             
"You sure are doing a lot of 
fiddling around on this one." 
  
 And the Lord said,                                                           
"Have you read the specs on 
this order?                                
 A police officer has to be able 
to run five miles through alleys 
in the dark, scale walls, enter 
homes the health inspec-
tor wouldn't touch, and not 
wrinkle his uniform”. 
  
 "He has to be able to sit in an 
undercover car all day on a 
stakeout, cover a homicide 
scene that night, canvass the 
neighborhood for witnesses, 
and testify in court the next 
day. 
  
 "He has to be in top physical 
condition at all 
 times, running on black cof-
fee and half-eaten meals. And 
he has to have six pairs of 
hands." 
  
 The angel shook her head 
slowly and said, "Six pairs of 
hands ... no way." 
  
 "It's not the hands that are 
causing me problems," said 
the Lord, "it's the three pairs of 

eyes an officer has to 
have."                                       
"That's on the standard 
model?" asked the angel. 
  
The Lord nodded. One pair 
that sees through a bulge in a 
pocket before he asks, "May I 
see what's in there, 
sir?" (When he already knows 
and wishes he'd taken that 
accounting job.) 
 "Another pair here in the side 
of his head for his partners' 
safety. And another pair of 
eyes here in front that can 
look reassuringly at a bleeding 
victim and say, 'You'll be all 
right ma'am, when he knows it 
isn't so." 
  
 "Lord," said the angel, touch-
ing his sleeve, " Why don't you 
rest and work on this tomor-
row?" 
 "I can't," said the Lord, "I al-
ready have a model that can 
talk a 250 pound drunk into a 
patrol car without incident and 
feed a family of five on a 
civil service paycheck." 
  
 The angel circled the model of 
the police officer very slowly,                                                                                 
"Can it think?"  She asked. 
  
 "You bet," said the Lord. "It 
can tell you the elements of a 
hundred crimes; recite Miranda 
warnings in its sleep; de-
tain, investigate, search, and 

arrest a gang member on the 
street in less time than it takes 
five learned judges to debate 
the legality of the stop ... and 
still it keeps its sense of hu-
mor. 
 This officer also has phe-
nomenal personal control. He 
can deal with crime scenes 
painted in hell, coax 
a confession from a child 
abuser, comfort a mur-
der victim's family, and then 
read in the daily paper how law 
enforcement isn't sensitive to 
the rights of criminal suspects." 
 Finally, the angel bent over 
and ran her finger across the 
cheek of the police officer.                                                
"There's a leak," she pro-
nounced.                                                          
"I told you that you were trying 
to put too much into this 
model."  
 "That's not a leak," said the 
lord, "it's a tear." 
 "What's the tear for?" asked 
the angel. 
  
 "It's for bottled-up emotions, 
for fallen comrades, for com-
mitment to that funny piece of 
cloth called the American flag, 
for justice." "You're a genius!" 
said the angel. 
  
 The Lord looked somberly at 
the angel and said. "I'm no 
genius; I did not put the tear in 
his eye!   

  



The National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration is 
urging owners of model 
year 1998 to 2003 Ford 
Windstar minivans to bring 
their vehicles to a Ford 
dealership immediately to 
be examined for signs of 
rear axle corrosion. 

Approximately 500,000 of 
these vehicles in salt belt 
states have been recalled 
due to a defect that can 
cause the rear axle to 
weaken and crack after ex-
posure to salt corrosion. If 
undetected, the fractured 
rear axle could negatively 
affect the driver’s ability to 
control the vehicle increas-
ing the risk of a crash. 

Owners that have not yet 
had the inspection are ad-
vised to watch for potential 
warning signs of a cracked 
rear axle. Those include: 
top of the rear tires tilted 
inward (negative camber); 
excessive bouncing while 
driving; banging sound 
while driving over bumps; 
vehicle rear-end “fishtails.” 

Owners of the affected 
vehicles should immedi-
ately visit this Ford web 
page and enter their Vehi-
cle Identification Number 
(VIN) to see if their par-
ticular Ford vehicle has 
been recalled for the prob-
lem and if the repair has 
been made. The vehicle’s 
VIN can be found on the 

driver’s side dashboard 
and/or on the certification 
label located on the door 
latch post next to the 
driver’s seating position, 
or in your owner’s manual. 

In addition, any buyer of a 
new or used vehicle, re-
gardless of make or model, 
can check with 
www.safercar.gov to see 
whether any recalls apply to 
the vehicle they are inter-
ested in. All consumers can 
also go to the same site and 
sign up for immediate, auto-
matic email notification of 
any new recalls affecting 
their vehicles, tires or child 
safety seats. 
 
From A DOT Press  Release, 
Dated 11/17/2010 

DOT Repeats Caution to Owners of Recalled Ford 
Windstar Vehicles on Rear Axle Separation 
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Allowing the average joe to complete a insurance claim form, can, sometimes be asking too 
much.   Here are some of the more “popular” responses by claimants about the causes related 
to their claims: 
 
�� “I was thrown from my car as it left the road.  I was later found in a ditch by some stray cows.” 
 

�� “As I approached the intersection, a stop sign suddenly appeared in a place where no stop sign had 
ever appeared before.  I was unable to stop in time to avoid the accident.” 

 

�� “I had been shopping for plants all day and was on my way home.  As I reached an intersection, a 
hedge sprung up, obscuring my view.” 

 

�� “My car was legally parked when it backed into the other vehicle.” 
 

�� “A truck backed through my windshield and into my wife’s face.” 
 

�� “I was taking my canary to the hospital.  It got loose in the car and flew out the window.  The next 
thing I saw was his rear end, and then there was a crash.” 

 

�� “I was backing my car out of the driveway in the usual manner when it was struck by the other car 
in the same place where it had been struck several times before.” 

 

�� “I saw the slowmoving, sadfaced old gentleman as he bounced off the hood of my car.” 
 

�� “No one was to blame for the accident, but it never would have happened if the other driver had 
been alert.” 
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"Photogrammetry" (AM) & “Legal Update 
(PM)” 

 
Presented by: Senior Trooper Tom Merkling, Indiana State Police & 

Deb Reasoner, IPAC 

Wednesday, December 01, 2010   0900-1500 hrs 
at the 

Greenwood Police Department Training Center 
736 Loews Blvd 

 Greenwood, IN  46142 
 

 

Cost:  $50 for IACAI members;  $75 for non-members 

 

No advanced registration is required. 

Registration begins at 08:30am 

 

Please plan to attend!! 

Questions regarding this seminar may be directed to IACAI  

President Don Harris  

email: donhar232@comcast.net 

 
The Association is published quar-
terly as a service to members of the 
Indiana Association of Certified Acci-
dent Investigators.   
Articles submitted are the responsibil-
ity of the author; the IACAI assumes 
no responsibility as to an article’s 
content. 


