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Celebrating
25 Years
Of Service
To the
State of Indiana
and its Dedicated
Crash Investigators

Wow! It’s hard to believe that our association is 25 years old
this year! Whether you
are a long time member or just newly
joined, I would like to
say “Happy Anniversary”! I would like to
also say “Thank You”!
Thank you for your interest in advancing
knowledge and supporting IACAI to provide continuing education in the area of
crash investigation
and reconstruction.
Part of IACAI’s focus
over the years has
been to provide continuing education in
current and trending
crash investigation
topics. We found that
for the normal Indiana
crash investigator,
there was not much of
an opportunity to get
additional education
once you became a

basic reconstructionist. Sure, you could go
get specialized training at one of the leading crash investigation
institutions, but normally that meant you
had to travel to attend
these classes, and the
cost was significant.
So, in an effort to provide crash training for
all Indiana crash investigators, IACAI took
the approach to use
its own members, directors and contacts
to provide continuing
education, something
that you wouldn’t get

otherwise. Asking the
members what they
would like to see became a staple in how
training
seminars
where chosen. The
networking of IACAI
members provided for
actual experiences to
be related and shared
in our trainings. I know
that I have gained tremendous knowledge
and resources from
this approach. Oneday seminars, in each
quarter of the year,
have provided an opportunity for most
members to get that
education to stay current on crash investigation topics. With Indiana being such a
long state, training
seminars
move
around the state in an
effort to allow members an opportunity to
not always have to
travel long distances.
Continued on Page 2

Legal Ramblings
Permit me to weigh in
on the somewhat recent controversies involving police use of
force and (usually)
African-American sus-

TIM J. CAIN, J.D., M.B.A., LL.M.

pects. In doing so I
wish to avoid inflammatory race issues and
focus, instead, on the
underlying legal justification for LEO use of

force.
The responsibility of
Law Enforcement is
daunting. The United
States Supreme Court
Continued on Page 5
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Meet Your Directors ~ Brian Stevenson
Team.
Brian Stevenson is a
22 year veteran of the
Boone County Sheriff’s Office, in which he
holds the current rank
of Major and is the
Operations Commander for the department.
He began his career
as a Reserve Deputy
Sheriff in 1993, was
then hired as a Communications Officer in
1994, and then hired

as a Merit Deputy in
1995. He is the department training coordinator, lead firearms instructor, Commander of the Special
Response Team, has
been a crash reconstructionist for approximately 15 years, and
is one of two team
leaders of the county’s
Fatal Alcohol Crash
Major Brian Stevenson
bstevenson@co.boone.in.us
765-483-6400

From The President,

“Dedicated to
Professionalism” has
been the motto of IACAI
since its inception

This is all done for you,
the member.
All of us like hands-on
training, and that has
been reflected in your
evaluations. Seminars
like; skid testing, photography, heavy vehicle
examination, photogrammetry, motorcycle
testing, and vehicle dynamics, just to name a
few, have provided you
with that hands-on opportunity. Over the years
we have also crashed
many motorcycles, and
a few cars, even if they
did miss! This year as
part of our 25th anniversary, we are planning to
ramp up the live crash
testing with a 2-day
seminar doing live crash
tests, so stay tuned for
more details on this
seminar.

continued from Page 1

Another part of IACAI’s
emphasis over the past
25 years has been advancing knowledge in
this field. Our training
seminars perform this
function between us,
but it is our interaction
with supervisors, administration, prosecutors,
paramedics, firefighters,
towing services, coroners, judges, and jurors
that educates others in
this sometimes very
technical field.
“Dedicated to Professionalism” has been the
motto of IACAI since its
inception, focusing back
on the training that we
provide
and
the
knowledge we exhibit.
We have been, and continue to be, dedicated to
be professional in our
efforts to investigate

those serious and fatal
crashes that we have
been tasked to investigate.
It is my vision to advance our association
into the next 25 years by
offering more advanced,
dynamic trainings that
may even lead into a
crash conference. I want
for the IACAI board, and
myself, to think outside
of the box to advance
and promote our association within and outside
of Indiana. We are on
track for much of this
already, and I am confident that we will continue to meet your needs,
all while being dedicated
to professionalism.
Kip Shuter
IACAI President
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Thoughts from President Emeritus, Don Harris

THE BIRTH OF INDIANA ASSOCIATION
OF CERTIFIED ACCIDENT INVESTIGATORS
Some information about myself.
My name is Don Harris. I am a retired Greenwood Police Sgt., with 35 ½ years
of service to the department. I became an At-Scene Crash Investigator at IPTM
in 1985. In 1988 I became a Technical vehicle crash investigator at ILEA and
also a Reconstructionist at Warrensburg, Missouri, in the same year.
Some information about Dave Minardo.
Dave Minardo was a Sgt. with the Mooresville Police Dept. and retired in 2002.
Dave became an At-Scene Investigator in 1985 from IPD, as well as a Technical
Investigator at ILEA through Northwestern. In 1988 Dave became a Reconstructionist at the ILEA through Northwestern. Dave spent 9 years as a Marine
and got out in 1983.

“Dave said we need to
start something for
all the officers. “

Dave and I were at ILEA taking the Technical part of accident investigation and
were talking in the hall at the academy and Dave said we need to start something for all the officers. He said the Reconstruction Journal was for accident
reconstruction officers and nothing for the officer on the road. Dave and myself met several times reference to getting an association started. In 1989, we
started getting our stuff together and set out to establish an association. First
we got our Attorney Charles Gantz to draw up the by-laws and the articles of
the Association. Charles Gantz agreed to do this for nothing as we didn’t have
any money at the time. I asked Dave if he wanted to be the President and me
the V-Ppresident and he told me no, for me to be the President and he would
be the V-President. After that was settled, we started to put together our first
seminar to be held at the Greenwood Fantasy Suites on Main Street in Greenwood and the first seminar took place on June 1, 1990.
We spoke with Charles Gantz and asked him to be our first speaker and he
agreed. He spoke on the aspect of the law in accident investigation. Our next
speaker was Joe Badger, he spoke on mapping and measuring.
I spoke with the first officers that arrived at the seminar and asked them if
they would willing to be directors of the Association and 9 officers agreed to
be directors. Rod Jackson, Mike Beck, Jim Kelsay, Malcom Gunn, John Dennis,
Tim Bottoms, John Laut, Steve Frazier, and Kip Shuter. Rick Phillips became
the Secretary and took the minutes of the board meetings. Continued on Page 5

First I.A.C.A.I. Seminar, June 1, 1990
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Legal Ramblings,

continued from Page 1

stated: “It does not
meet the needs of law
enforcement to walk
away from a situation…[t]he role of a
peace officer includes
preventing violence
and restoring order,
not simply rendering
first aid to casualties.”
Michigan v. Fisher,
130 S.Ct. 546 (2009).
It is the primary duty
of LEOs to stop violence, investigate
crime, restore safety
and security to the
area, and bring lawbreakers to justice.
“were the LEOs’ actions
OBJECTIVELY
REASONABLE in light
of the facts and
circumstances then

known to them, “

The Supreme Court
authorizes the use of
force to accomplish
these ends. It also
stated: “[The] Fourth
Amendment …has
long recognized that
the right to make an
arrest or investigatory
stop necessarily carries with it the right to
use some degree of
physical coercion or
threat thereof to effect
it.” Graham v. Connor, 490 U.S. 386
(1989). Sometimes
LEOs must physically
enforce their commands. But the question is, how much
force may LEOs use in
any given situation?

Whether deadly or
non-deadly force, LEOs must employ reasonable force in such
situations. Graham v.
Connor. The question
to be answered is,
were the LEOs’ actions OBJECTIVELY
REASONABLE in light
of the facts and circumstances then
known to them, without regard to their underlying intent or motivation? Further, reasonableness is viewed
through the eyes of
the reasonable police
officer, not through
the eyes of an untrained common citizen.
“…[r]easonableness…
must [allow] for the
fact that police officers are often forced to
make split-second
judgments – in circumstances that are
tense, uncertain, and
rapidly evolving –
about the amount of
force that is necessary…”. Graham v.
Connor. Stated differently, would a reasonable police officer
have used the type
and level of force employed in the situation?
When people pull

look-a-like guns (with
the orange safety tip
covered or removed)
after LEO orders to
keep hands in plain
view, when they walk
away from officers after having been ordered to stop, when
they race away at high
speeds from flashing
red and blue lights,
civilized society demands LEOs employ
force to restore safety
and order, and to
bring the law breakers
to justice.
Simply put, citizens of
all races, creeds, and
colors must comply
with LEO commands.
Stay safe and keep
the faith.
Tim
The materials, legal analyses,
and comments made in this
article are based upon general principles of Indiana and
federal statutory and case
law, and are solely those of
the author. They are not intended to constitute legal
advice nor apply to any specific fact situation. Moreover,
many legal principles are subject to interpretation by judges. Officers should always
obtain their prosecutor's opinion on each case.

WREX 2016
World Reconstruction
Exposition

May 2-6, 2016
Orlando, Florida
www.wrex2016.com

STAY TUNED
Sponsored in part by IACAI

INDIANA ASSOCIATION OF CERTIFIED ACCIDENT INVESTIGATORS
P.O. Box 1566
Warsaw, IN 46581

Thoughts from President Emeritus, Don Harris

Phone: 574-372-9520
Fax: 574-267-3613

Dave Minardo retired
as V-President and
Mike Snow was voted
in as the new VPresident. Rick Phillips
passed away of cancer
in 2003 and then Mike
Snow took it over till
Larry Vanosdol took
the position. Larry retired from the Shelby
County Sheriff Dept
and gave up the Secretary position. Dave
McElhaney took over
and I am here to tell
you he did an outstanding job as Secretary.

Check out our
website
www.iacai.com

As President, I felt I

Dedicated
To
Professionalism!

should be at all the seminars and I only missed 3
in the 21 years I was
President. Mike Snow
retired from IMPD and
moved to Fl., leaving the
position of V-President
open. A vote was taken
and Kip Shuter was
moved to V-President
from a board member.
At the August Board
Meeting in 2011, I told
the board I was going to
retire from the Greenwood Police Dept. in
June, and that I advised
them to start picking a
new President. The
board voted on Kip
Shuter to become the

Continued from Page 3

new President and he
was elected and took
over in January 2012 as
President.
I have made a lot of
friends over the years,
but I will never forget
all the board members
that worked so hard to
keep the Association
going. Kip Shuter, and
now Dave McElhaney
the new V-President
will continue to make
the Association grow
and get stronger. The
Association is known
all across the United
States and in some
other countries. KEEP

Upcoming I.A.C.A.I. Training Seminars:
Bicycle & Pedestrian Forensics , March 18, 2015, at the
Boone County Sheriff’s Dept., Lebanon, IN

“Like“ IACAI on
Facebook

Motorcycle Investigation and Testing, June 24, 2015
Location to be announced (Central Indiana)
Live Crash Testing, September 23-24, 2015
Location to be announced (Central Indiana)
Legal Update and Heavy Vehicle Data Recorders, November 18,
2015
Lafayette Police Department Training Facility
There is no pre-registration, except for Live Crash Testing. Attendees will
be invoiced at the end of the training, unless you bring payment that day.
Sorry, but I.A.C.A.I. cannot accept online or credit/debit payments at this
time.

Northwestern University
Center for Public Safety
Upcoming Training
CDR Technician
04/02-04/03/15
$275
CDR Data Analyst
04/06/-04/10/15
$675
Crash Investigation 1
03/16-03/27/15
$1,050
Crash Investigation 2
03/30-04/10/15
$1,050
Crash Investigation 1 ~ On-line
Self-Paced
$975
Crash Investigation 2 ~ On-line
Self-Paced
$975
Vehicle Dynamics
04/13-04/17/15
$800
Traffic Crash Reconstruction 1
04/20-05/01/15
$1,100
Traffic Crash Reconstruction 2
05/04-05/08/15
$850
Traffic Crash Reconstruction Refresher
05/27-05/29/15
$525
Pedestrian Vehicle Crash Reconstruction
05/18-05/20/15
$575
Advanced Reconstruction/Human Factors
05/11-05/15-15
$875
Math & Physics Workshop for Crash Recon.
04/11-04/15/15
$775
Heavy Vehicle Crash Reconstruction
05/11-05/15/15
$900
Motorcycle Crash Reconstruction
04/27-05/01/15 (Florence, KY)
$875
All courses, except On-line or otherwise noted, are at the
Northwestern University Center for Public Safety. Please
check their website, at sps.northwestern.edu/ for updates and further information

I.P.T.M.
Upcoming Training
At-Scene/Traffic Homicide Investigation
02/16-02/27/15 Lawrence, IN
$950
Advanced Traffic Crash Investigation
03/16-03/27/15 Lawrence, IN
$850
Traffic Crash Reconstruction
04/20-05/01/15 Lawrence, IN
$850
Advanced Traffic Crash Investigation ~ On-line
03/30-06/14/15
$825
Bosch CDR Tool Technician ~ On-line
01/19-06/14/15
$295
Event Data Recorder Use in Traffic Crash Recon
03/09-03/13/15 Jacksonville, FL
$595
Forensic Scene Mapping Using Lasers
03/16-03/20/15 Jacksonville, FL
$695
Heavy Veh. ECM Date Use in Crash Recon
04/06-04/09/15 Jacksonville, FL
$895
Advanced Commercial Veh. Crash Investigation
04/13-04/17/15 Jacksonville, FL
$695
Advanced Forensic Mapping Using Lasers
04/20-04/24/15 Jacksonville, FL
$695
Advanced EDR Use In Traffic Crash Recon
04/27-05/01/15 Jacksonville, FL
$595
Occupant Kinematics for Traffic Crash Recon
03/02-03/06/15 Jacksonville, FL
$825
Pedestrian/Bicycle Crash Investigation
04/20-04/24/15 Jacksonville, FL
$695
Traffic Crash Reconstruction
04/13-04/24/15 Jacksonville, FL
$850
Human Factors in Traffic Crash Recon
05/04-05/08/15 Jacksonville, FL
$725
Investigation of Motorcycle Crashes
05/04-05/08/15 Jacksonville, FL
$695
Special Problems in Traffic Crash Recon
05/18-05/22/15 Clearwater Beach, FL
$650
Energy Methods/Damage Analysis
06/01-06/05/15 Nashville, TN
$725
Advanced Pedestrian/Bicycle Crash Invest.
06/15-06/19/15 Murfreesboro, TN
$725
Please check the I.P.T.M. website, at www.iptm.org/, for
updates and further information

Training Seminar Notice:

Bicycle/Pedestrian Crash Forensics
Instructor: Dr. Dean Hawley,
Forensic Pathologist

March 18 2015
0900-1500 hrs
at the

Boone County Sheriff’s Department
Training Room
1905 Indianapolis Avenue
Lebanon, IN 46750
Cost: $50 for members /$75 for non-members
Sign-in begins at 0830 hrs
There is no pre-registration. Attendees will be invoiced at the end of the training,
unless you bring payment that day. Sorry, but I.A.C.A.I. cannot accept online or
credit/debit payments at this time.
For further information
contact IACAI President Kip Shuter @
kshuter@warsaw.in.gov

Please Post!

