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Vice President David McElhaney is a 29 year veteran of 
the Huntington County Sheriff’s Department.   He be-
gan his career in 1986 as a reserve officer, and was ap-
pointed as a merit deputy in 1990.    He was promoted 
the position of Captain in 2003.    Prior to joining the 
Sheriff’s Department, McElhaney was an EMT/
Paramedic. 

McElhaney has been an ILEA instructor since 1993, and holds in-
structor certifications as an Advanced EVO instructor, TOPs and RA-
DAR/LIDAR.  He currently serves as the department’s training of-
ficer, having been in that position since 1995. 

McElhaney received his crash training through the South Bend Re-
gional Academy in 1995 and attended Reconstruction training 
through Northwestern University in 1996.   Since then, he has re-
ceived specialized training as an EDR technician/analyst, Motorcy-
cle, Heavy Truck, Pedestrian, and many other reconstruction-related 
topics. 

McElhaney joined the IACAI in 1996 and became the association’s 
secretary in 1999, serving until 2013, when he was appointed to the 
Vice-President’s position to replace then Vice-President Phil Nott. 

McElhaney currently serves on the planning committee for WREX 
2016, the World Reconstruction Exposition, to be held May 2-6, 2016 
in Orlando, FL. 

To Contact Dave: 

Captain David McElhaney 

Huntington Co Sheriff Department 
260.356.7038           dave357@onlyinternet.net 



Imagine that, while on 

‘routine’ patrol on a 

sweltering July day, you 

are tasked with the in-

vestigation of a person 

who observed an infant 

locked inside a parked 

car with no responsible 

adult present, and who 

broke a window to re-

move the child.  Clearly, 

the child was being ne-

glected, but was the 

‘good samaritan’ justified 

in breaking the window 

and removing the child 

from the car/oven? Or 

should the ‘samaritan’ 

have searched the area 

for the parent/guardian?  

More importantly, has 

the ‘samaritan’ actually 

committed criminal mis-

chief in smashing the 

window and criminal 

confinement by taking 

temporary custody of the 

child?  The answer de-

pends, as always, on the 

circumstances, but illus-

trates the legal concept 

of Doctrine of Necessity. 

Indiana Courts first ad-

dressed the Doctrine of 

Necessity in Toops v. 

State, 643 N.E.2d 387 

(Ind.App. 1994), and 

most recently in Patton 

v. State, 760 N.E.2d 672 

(Ind.App. 2002).  In its 

simplest form, the Doc-

trine of Necessity per-

mits the accused an af-

firmative defense to 

criminal prosecution for 

otherwise criminal ac-

tions taken to prevent or 

alleviate a greater harm. 

In order for the defense 

to apply, the following 

elements must be met: 

1. The act charged as a 

criminal violation must 

have been done to pre-

vent a significant evil; 

2. There must have been 

no adequate alternative 

to the commission of the 

act; 

3. The harm caused by 

the act must not be dis-

proportionate to the 

harm avoided; 

4. The accused must 

have a good faith belief 

that the act was neces-

sary to prevent greater 

harm; 

5. Such belief must be 

objectively reasonable 

under all the circum-

stances; and 

6. The accused must not 

have substantially con-

tributed to the creation of 

the emergency. 

Should you appease the 

angry parent demanding 

the samaritan’s arrest, or 

should you thank the sa-

maritan and lecture the 

parent?  Let’s apply the 

Doctrine of Necessity to 

the facts above.  Without 

question, the evil avoided 

is the death of an infant, 

the samaritan did nothing 

to contribute to the crea-

tion of the situation, and 

the harm caused to the 

vehicle window was lesser 

in proportion to the harm 

presented to the child.  

And let’s give the samari-

tan the benefit of the 

doubt that he had a good 

faith belief that his ac-

tions were necessary. 

The two usual areas of 

contention are available 

and adequate alternatives 

and the objective reason-

ableness of the samari-

tan’s actions.  These con-

siderations are very fact 

sensitive. Was the child 

passed out from heat ex-

haustion or was the child 

crying?   
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T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  

The materials, legal analyses, 

and comments made in this 

article are based upon general 

principles of Indiana and fed-

eral statutory and case law, 

and are solely those of the 

author.  They are not intended 

to constitute legal advice nor 

apply to any specific fact situ-

ation.  Moreover, many legal 

principles are subject to inter-

pretation by judges.  Officers 

should always obtain their 

prosecutor's opinion on each 

case. 

 If passed out, then the sa-

maritan’s actions were 

probably justified; if crying, 

then probably not.  Other 

alternatives, such as calling 

911 or searching the imme-

diate area for the parent/

guardian would be called 

for if the child is respon-

sive. 

As always, good investiga-

tion by the LEO will make 

all the difference in cases 

involving the Doctrine of 

Necessity. 

Stay safe and keep the faith. 

Tim 



 

WREX 2016 
World Reconstruction Exposition 

May 2-6, 2016 
Orlando, Florida 

http://www.wrex2016.com/


 

 

WREX 2016 will be the first World Reconstruction Exposition that has been held since the year 2000. The event is being 
sponsored by 21 crash associations from the US, Canada, and around the world, including the Indiana Association of 
Certified Accident Investigators!    WREX will likely be the largest training event for crash investigators that has ever 
been held. 
The week-long event will include world class guest speakers, one full day of high speed crash testing, one full day of in-
teractive field testing, and additional training opportunities in the evenings. There will also be an ACTAR test on Sunday 
May 1 and other collision classes offered prior to, and after, WREX. All training, other than the high speed crash testing, 
will be conducted at the Rosen Shingle Creek Hotel. 
 

 Admission to the largest crash reconstruction conference in 16 years, and likely the largest ever 

 Sponsored by 21 professional crash associations from around the world, including IACAI. 

 One full day of high speed crash testing. Transportation will be provided to the offsite crash testing. 

 One additional day of Interactive Field Testing (crash related experiments and validations) 

 Three days and two evenings of guest speaker presentations 

 Evening poster board presentations 

 Vendors from many crash related companies 

 Conference lunches provided 

 Complimentary high speed internet access in guestrooms and designated public areas 

 Complimentary access to fitness center 

 Golf discounted to $69 for greens fees and cart 

 No resort fees 

 25% discount on food in hotels restaurants 

 BAGS, inc. luggage service is available and will allow you to check your bags at the hotel and then retrieve them at 
your home airport   $15.00 per person 

 
Pricing 

 $595 Early registration fee until 8/30/15 

 $645 Registration fee  9/1/15 – 12/31/15 

 $695 Registration fee 1/1/16 – 3/30/16 

 $795 Registration fee after 4/1/16 
A random number will be drawn from the first 100 applicants for a free registration. 
Eight numbers will be drawn from the first 200 applicants for a choice of a free round of golf or spa treatment. 
WREX will offer a full refund up to 45 days out, after that there will be a $100 cancellation fee subtracted from re-

funded registrations. 
 

Room Rates 

 Conference room rate $149.00.  

 Government room rate $112.00  (for qualified individuals) (limited number of rooms) 

 Room rates will be honored for three days prior and three days after the conference 
 
Transportation & Parking 

 Free shuttle to and from airport on Sunday evening May 1 and Friday evening May 6, 2016 

 The Rosen Shingle Creek is a Universal Orlando Hotel Partner, where guests enjoy complimentary scheduled daily 
transportation from the hotel to and from Universal Orlando® Resorts exciting theme parks and to SeaWorld® Or-
lando and Aquatica® and Wet n’ Wild® (reservations are required) 

 Free transportation to an evening out with fellow attendees to  
 Pointe Orlando or Universal City Walk 

 Complimentary parking 

ADDITIONAL DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE to members of sponsor organizations.  

Please see your sponsor organization for discount codes.   ($100 DISCOUNT TO ACTIVE 
IACAI MEMBERS).   Contact Kip Shuter or Dave McElhaney for the discount code. 



    

 

M e e t  Y o u r  D i r e c t o r s             

       T i m  S p e n c e r  

Tim Spencer has been a Police Of-

ficer for the city of Mishawaka for 

over 25 years.  While he has held 

various positions on the Depart-

ment, including patrol, patrol su-

pervisor and Detective, over half of 

his career has been at his current 

assignment, Captain of the Traffic 

Investigations Bureau.  The re-

sponsibilities of the Traffic Bureau 

include hit and run crash investiga-

tions, serious injury and fatal crash 

investigations, oversight of the traf-

fic investigations conducted by the 

uniformed officers, coordination of 

traffic control for special events 

and in-service training for the uni-

formed officers on traffic related 

topics. 

 Before joining the Mishawaka Po-

lice Department in 1990, Tim 

earned his Bachelor’s Degree from 

Indiana Wesleyan University.  He 

began his crash investigation train-

ing in 1992 and in 2006 he became 

fully accredited by the Accredita-

tion Commission for Traffic Acci-

dent Reconstructionists 

(ACTAR).  He has served as the Co-

ordinator of the St. Joseph County 

Fatal Alcohol Crash Team (FACT), 

since the Team’s inception in Janu-

ary of 2006.  

 When he’s not investigating 

crashes, Tim enjoys activities 

with his family such as hik-

ing, canoeing and outdoor 

photography. 

To contact Tim: 

Captain Tim Spencer 

Mishawaka Police Dept 

574.259.2966  

tspencer@ 

mishawaka.in.gov  

From the President 

       Kip Shuter 

I have to admit that I am getting excited for next year’s once in a lifetime event!! At least once in a 

career event! Dave McElhaney and I just returned from Florida where we spent a significant portion 

of a week, planning for next year’s World Reconstruction Exposition, or WREX 2016. WREX is shap-

ing up to be THE greatest world class event for crash investigators and reconstructionists ever held!  

Between the key note speakers (who will announced soon), the breakout training sessions, at least 

nine live crash tests (including heavy trucks), interactive testing, vendors, and a 4-star world class 

resort; WREX 2016 is going to be something you do not want to miss! 

The cost to attend WREX 2016 is a tremendous bargain for any conference. Where else can you at-

tend a conference of this magnitude for only $495? Yes, I said $495!  Regular fee is $595, but there is 

a $100 discount for active members of the 21 sponsoring crash associations, of which IACAI is one.  

Contact me or Dave to obtain the discount code before you register.  In addition, to also get a govern-

ment rate of $112 per night for a resort of this caliber, the Rosen Shingle Creek Resort, is unheard of!  

Please note that to get the $495 rate, you must obtain the discount code and register by August 30th, 

2015.  So start planning now and get registered ASAP!  I am hoping to see all of you in Orlando next 

May 2-6, 2016! 
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Please Post! 

Training Seminar Notice:  

Motorcycle Crash Investigation 

and Testing 

Instructors:  Plainfield PD, IMPD & Mishawaka PD 

Motor Officers 

  June 24 2015 

  0900-1500 hrs 

at the 

Plainfield Police Department 

1075 W. Main Street 

ADESA-Indianapolis 

 2950 E. Main Street 

Plainfield, IN 46168 

       Cost:  $50 for members /$75 for non-members  

  Sign-in begins at 0830 hrs 

      There is no pre-registration.  Attendees will be invoiced at the end of the train-

ing,  unless you bring payment that day.  Sorry, but I.A.C.A.I. cannot accept online 

or credit/debit payments at this time. 

For further information 

contact IACAI President Kip Shuter @ 

IndianaIACAI@gmail.com 



I.P.T.M.  

UPCOMING TRAINING 

Occupant Kinematics for T.C.R.*, Altamonte                           

Springs, FL             06/08—06/12/2015       $695 

Pedestrian/Bicycle Crash Invest.,  Lake Worth, 

FL or Davie, FL      06/22—06/26/2015      $695 

Occupant Kinematics for T.C.R.*,                             

Panama City         07/13—07/17/2015        $695 

Investigation of Motorcycle Crashes                      

Davie, FL               07/20—07/24/2015       $695 

Human Factors in T.C.R. *                                                 

Albany, NY           07/27—07/31/2015         $725 

Investigation of Motorcycle Crashes                     

Daytona Beach   08/03—08/07/2015        $695 

Advanced Bicycle/Pedestrian Crash Invest.       

Jacksonville, FL  08/10—08/14/2015        $725 

Advanced E. D. R. Use in Crash Reconstruction 

Sanford, FL            08/24—08/28/2015      $595 

Energy Methods & Damage Analysis                    

Jacksonville, FL   08/31—09/04/2015       $725 

Forensic Scene Mapping Using Lasers                 

Sanford, FL           09/21—09/25/2015       $695 

Advanced Traffic Crash Invest.                                          

Jacksonvillle, FL    09/28—10/09/2015             $850 

Traffic Crash Reconstruction                                         

Jacksonville, FL    10/12—10/23/2015                $850 

* T.C.R.=Traffic Crash Reconstruction  

NORTHWESTERN TRAFFIC SAFETY                     

    UPCOMING TRAINING 

Motorcycle Crash Reconstruction                          

  08/24—08/28/2015               $900 

Crash Investigation 1 Online*                                        

               09/13-10/09/ 2015                 $975 

Crash Investigation 2 Online*                                    

               09/13-12/05/2015                    $975 

Heavy Vehicle E.D.R.-Preserving/Analyzing                

   09/14-09/18/2015                   $1,000 

Crash Investigation 1                                                      

               09/14--09/25/2015                  $1,075 

Crash Investigation 2                                                    

               09/28--10/09/2015                 $1,075 

Vehicle Dynamics                                                                  

  04/12/-10/16/2015                   $800 

CDR Technician                                                           

  10/15—10/16/2015                   $275 

Crash Reconstruction 1                                                 

               10/19-10/30/2015                    $1,125 

All courses except Online courses are at                       

Northwestern Center for Public Safety 

* Online courses are Instructor-led courses 

 The IACAI is a non-profit organization 

dedicated to the professional education 

and training of crash investigators and    

reconstructionists throughout the State 

of Indiana.   Training is open to all crash 

investigators, employed or retired by a 

public safety agency. 

 Your association  

works for you! 


