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Remember when we used 

to measure with these de-

vices and still do.  

Technology has forced us 

to stay current with 

changes that have oc-

curred over the years.  

Crashes and Technology 

Investigation to Reconstruction!!! 



Picture below shows area of impact  (AOI) 

Left picture :  pre-

impact skidding. 

Probable  indication of 

truck tire in this older 

picture. 

Now trucks have ABS 

brakes and these types 

of tire skids may not be 

as readily observable. 

 



Lasers and computers that have  

somewhat changed how we conduct 

serious crash investigations and       

reconstructions. 

And of course the vehicle black-box (SDM) print-out.  

Which could be electronic supportive information. 

Above...3-Deminsional  diagram with 

the push of a button with some  com-

puter programs. 



Difference Between Daubert and Frye 

Daubert vs Frye  
 Expert testimony in legal proceedings, in law courts, has 

been a subject of heated debate of late. This is because of 
the fact that there have been innumerable instances where 
scientific evidence has been misused and falsified to send innocent defen-
dants to jails. There was a Frye test or Frye standard that served the pur-
pose of general acceptance of scientific evidence in law courts. However, 
the system received a jolt in 1993 when the Supreme Court gave a verdict 
that Frye test was not sufficient as general acceptance of scientific evi-
dence. Daubert v. Merryl Dow case has meant that Frye is no longer suffi-
cient to be admissible as scientific evidence and Daubert test supersedes 
Frye as far as admissibility of scientific evidence is concerned. Let us take 
a closer look at the two standards. 

Frye Test 

Frye v. US was a case in 1923 where James Frye was tried for murder and 
in his defense he produced the testimony of an expert with the result of a 
blood pressure test to try to prove that he was speaking the truth when he 
did not accept culpability. This deception test was projected as being able 
to tell if a person is lying or not. This case became a standard for judges 
while allowing admissibility of testimony of experts based upon scientific 
methods. Frye test is also referred to as Frye standard or general accep-
tance. This test pertains to admissibility of testimony of experts with the 
help of scientific methods. There are many states in the country that adhere 
to Frye test till date. 

Daubert Test 

It was in 1993 in the case between Daubert and Merryl Dow that Supreme 
Court gave a verdict that has changed the manner in which scientific testi-
mony has been admitted till now. Till this case came along, law courts in 
US accepted Frye test but, in this case, Frye was abandoned for the first 
time. Daubert test deals with the admissibility of the testimony of the expert 
and is based upon three major cases known as Daubert trilogy.  



Not sure if this is still the standard, but I googled this 

issue and this is what I found.  If nothing else, it is a 

good starting point for you to research or consult with 

your legal professional. 

Many states in the country have switched over to Daubert test or standard 
whereas there are still many states that stick with Frye test. 

What is the difference between Daubert and Frye? 

• Frye test applied to admissibility of expert testimony based upon scientific 
method from 1923 till 1993 when it was superseded by Daubert test. 

• Frye test concerns with scientific knowledge only whereas Daubert test 
applies to technical and other specialized knowledge too. 

• Both Frye and Daubert tests try to tackle the problem of misuse of expert 
testimony that has become a bane of the society. 

• Many states still stick to Frye test whereas many states have switched 
over to Daubert test 



     Secretary’s  

                               Memo 

Hello all: 

Yes...1-adam-12 is alive and well in Indiana.  I just happened to be driving 

in New Castle when I saw this vehicle. I couldn’t resist stopping and taking 

a picture of this restored vehicle depicting that famous TV show (Adam 12).  

I am probably dating myself, and maybe all who watched that TV show… 

but it is a fond memory that somewhat inspired me to consider law enforce-

ment as a career...and of course there was a family calling because my dad 

retired from the PA State Police. The force runs deep in my family!!!       

(my younger brother retired from the NJ State Police).    

If anyone has any articles or issues that might interest the membership, 

please feel free to contact me.   

Stay safe and hey...let’s be careful out there!                                                                                              



 One Day Training Seminar  

AM -  Traffic Specific 

PM - Crash Interview & Interrogation  

Wednesday November 16, 2016  

9:00 a.m.  

Registration will begin at 8:30 a.m.  

Warsaw Police Department  

2191 E. Fort Wayne Street  

Warsaw, IN 46580  

Instructors:  

AM – Jennifer KcKinney, Deputy Prosecutor, St. Joseph County FACT                     

PM – Eugene Eyster, Lieutenant, South Bend Police, St. Joseph County FACT  

The morning legal update session will cover new state statutes affecting vehicles, traffic enforcement, DUI en-

forcement, etc. It will also cover state and federal level court rulings involving blood draws, consent, evidence sei-

zure, etc. The afternoon crash interview and interrogation session will cover topics that crash investigators en-

counter when interviewing involved drivers, passengers, pedestrians, witnesses, etc.. It will cover best practices 

and techniques for interviewing and when the need arises how to interrogate a suspected driver.  

 $50 for members / $75 for non-members  

There is no pre-registration. Attendee’s will be invoiced at the end of the training, unless payment is 

brought to the training. Sorry, but IACAI cannot accept online, credit/debit, or PayPal for payment.  

For further information contact IACAI President Kip Shuter at indianaIACAI@gmail.com  

           PLEASE POST!  



I.P.T.M.  

UPCOMING TRAINING 

 

Traffic Crash Reconstruction                           

Lawrence, Indiana  06/6—17/2016             $950 

Digital Photography for Crash Investigators  

Panama city , FL   06/20—24/2016             $795 

Human Factors in T.C.R.*                                         

Jacksonvillle, FL    06/13—06/17/2016      $825 

Advanced Traffic Crash Investigation  (on-line)

ON-LINE        07/4—9/11/2016                     $825 

Occupant Kinematics for the Crash                  

Reconstructionist           Jacksonville , FL           

07/11—15/2016                                                 $825 

Commercial Vehicle Crash                                 

Investigation—level I     Jacksonville , FL   

08/8—12/2016                                                  $795 

At-Scene Traffic Crash/Traffic Homicide       

Investigation                Jacksonville , FL                

09/12—23/2016                                                $950 

At-Scene Traffic Crash/Traffic Homicide       

Investigation    ON-LINE                            

09/12—11/20/2016                                          $825 

 

*T.C.R.=Traffic Crash Reconstruction  

 

NORTHWESTERN University                  

Center for Public SAFETY                     

    UPCOMING TRAINING 

Motorcycle  Crash Reconstruction                  $990 

Evanston, IL            8/22-26/2016 

Crash Investigation 1                                             $1,165  

Evanston, IL             9/12-23/2016 

Crash Investigation 2                                             $1,165  

Evanston, IL             9/26-10/7/2016 

CDR Technician                                                        $300 

Evanston, IL             10/6-7/2016 

CDR Data Analyst                                                     $740 

Evanston, IL             10/10-14/2016 

Vehicle Dynamics                                                      $865 

Evanston, IL             10/10-14/2016 

Crash Reconstruction 1                                           $1,215  

Evanston, IL             10/17-28/2016 

Crash Reconstruction 2                                            $920 

Evanston, IL             10/31-11/4/2016 

 

All courses except as noted are at                        

Northwestern Center for Public Safety 

 

 The IACAI is a non-profit organization 

dedicated to the professional education 

and training of crash investigators and    

reconstructionists throughout the State 

of Indiana.   Training is open to all crash 

investigators, employed by or retired 

from a public safety agency. 

 Your association  

works for you! 




