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Ford recently issued a recall
for approximately 2 million of it’s
2015-2018 F-150 regular cab
and SuperCrew cab pickups in
North America for driver and
front passenger seat belt pretensioners, as reported by CNN.
Ford’s investigation found
that some of the vehicle’s pretensioners can generate excessive sparks during deployment.
If sufficient sparks are present,
gases which have been exhausted during the deployment
phase may ignite inside the
lower part of the B-pillar. If the
gas ignites, insulation and carpet may catch fire. So far,
there have been 17 reports of
smoke or fire in the US, and 6
reports in Canada. Ford is not
aware of any crashes or injuries
caused as the result of this issue.

•

Ford reports that customers
with these affected models will
receive notification of the recall
soon, and once received, can
contact their local Dealer for repair.
Ford reports that dealers will
remove the insulation material
from the B-pillar trim, remove
remnants of wiring harness tape
in the B-pillar and apply heatresistant tape to the carpet and
insulation. Dealers will also modify the back interior panels of the
regular cab vehicles. All repairs
will be provided at no cost to the
customer.

2015-2018 Ford F-150 vehicles built at Ford’s Dearborn Assembly Plant, Michigan, from March 12, 2014
thru August 23, 2018; and,

In other recall news, auto manufacturer Toyota has issued a
safety recall involving certain
2016-2018 model year Toyota
Prius vehicles, affecting approximately 192,000 vehicles in the
US.

2015-2018 Ford F-150 vehicles built at the Kansas
City Assembly Plant, from
August 20, 2014 thru August 23, 2018.

The subject of this recall involves an engine wire harness
which is connected to the hybrid
vehicle Power Control Unit
(PCU). A portion of the wire har-

Affected vehicles include:

•

Ford reports that there are approximately 1,995,776 vehicles in
North America relating to this
concern, with 1,619,112 vehicles
in the United States, 339,884 in
Canada, and 36,780 in Mexico.
Ford has a reference number for
this recall, #18S27.

ness could contact the cover at
this connect and wear over
time causing an electrical short
circuit, which can generate
heat. If sufficient heat is generated, there is an increased
risk of a vehicle fire.
Toyota dealers will check the
engine wire harness assembly
for wear. If there are signs of
wear on the wire core, the wire
harness assembly will be
Replaced with a new harness
which has a protective sleeve.
If the wire core shows no signs
of wear, protective tape will be
applied on the wire harness
assembly. The repair will be
done at no cost to the customer. Toyota anticipates that
customers will start seeing
these recall notices beginning
in late September.
Toyota has not issued a safety
recall number, but instead asks
that customers check their
vehicle’s status by visiting
toyota.com/recall and entering
their VIN number or license
plate information.
This is not Toyota’s first issue with the Prius model; in
2016, Toyota recalled more
than 1.7 million Prius models
over issues related to their air
bags and parking brakes.
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LAW ENFORCEMENT MOTOR
VEHICLE SAFETY
CDC/NIOSH

Currently, there are more
than 750,000 state and local
(excluding federal) law enforcement officers working in the
US. As most of us know, officers face many job hazards,
including, but not limited to:
physical exertion, psychological
and organizational stressors,
and health issues. These
stressors affect officers in their
job performance in many different ways, one of which is in the
operation of their patrol vehicle.
Unfortunately, whether caused
by stressors in our work environment, or other factors, law
enforcement doesn’t fair well
when it comes to motor vehicle
crashes. To prove the point,
one only has to look at the following statistic: Between the
years of 2005-2016, 564 officers died in or as the result of
motor vehicle crashes—that’s
31% of all line-of-duty deaths.
This is the #1 overall killer of
law enforcement officers in the
US, more than officer-involved

shootings and more than assaults on officers.
How do stressors contribute to
this? The CDC reports that
some behavior-related hazards
that put officers at risk of a
crash include, but are not limited to:
•

Not wearing a safety belt

•

Speeding, particularly
through intersections

•

Being distracted while using a mobile data terminal
or other electronic device
while driving

only year that crashes took a
second place to firearms related deaths.
Of the 1,512 officer line-of-duty
deaths between 2007 and
2016,
•

•

460 officer line-of-duty
deaths were due to vehicle
crashes (30% of the total)
130 officer line-of-duty
deaths were due to being
struck by a motor vehicle
(9% of the total)

As this article was being placed
in the newsletter, two more officers were reported killed from
• Experiencing tunnel vision
motor vehicle related deaths.
from increased stress.
Sadly, one officer was killed
after driving through a flooded
In the last 10 years, the CDC
reports on average, more than roadway which caused him to
one officer per week has been be swept away. The other
killed on our nation’s roads—64 officer lost control of his vehicle
on a highway and went headdeaths a year. Most years,
on into an on-coming vehicle.
motor vehicle related deaths,
are the main cause of death for Both drivers died; worse, neither driver were wearing safety
officers, whether because of
belts.
crashes or by being struck by
another vehicle. 2016 was the

Successful, yet unusual insurance
claims—from
Insure.com
1.

Eaten Jewelry -

2.

A relocated
wedding

3.

Interior designer
fees

4.

Beanie babies

5.

A dump truck

6.

Spoiled wine

7.

Imported olive
oil

8.

Pair or set of
items

9.

Bug-repelling
basement

10. Marijuana

IACAI Hosts Training Seminar in Mishawaka

Now you know why

On July 17th, 2018, the IACAI hosted a training
seminar titled “From Crash to Court” at the
Mishawaka FOP. The concept of the seminar
was to take what information was available from
the scene of a crash and translate that into a presentable format. Topics included Momentum,
Crush, Energy...but best of all were two live crash

are so high!

tests that were conducted in the morning! Using
the information gleaned from the one of the crash
tests, we were able to demonstrate that by using
either momentum, or crush, and validating the
results with EDR information, you can achieve accurate results.

our insurance rates
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IACAI SKILL REVIEW—MOMENTUM

This edition of the IACAI Skill Review has to do with the conservation of momentum. Good
luck!

1. A Chevrolet Camaro is traveling eastbound on Center street with one occupant. The
weight of this vehicle with occupant is 2,881 lbs. A Buick Roadmaster with 6 occupants is
traveling southwest on Buchannan street. This vehicle with occupants weighed 6,400 lbs. A
collision occurs after the Roadmaster fails to yield at an intersection and pulls out into the
Camaro’s path. Investigation found that the Buick’s approach angle was 29 degrees and it’s
departure angle was 4 degrees. The Camaro’s departure angle was determined to be at 19
degrees.

Additional information: The Camaro had a post-impact skid of 31 feet with 2 wheels locked;
the Buick had a post-impact skid of 14 feet with 2 wheels locked, followed by another 10 feet
with all 4 wheels locked, and another 27 feet with 2 wheels locked. The drag factor for the
If you know of someroadway was determined to be 0.70.

Questions:

A. What is the post collision speed for the Camaro?
B. What is the post collision speed for the Buick?
C. What is the speed of the Camaro at impact?
D. What is the speed of the Buick at impact?

2. A vehicle traveling east strikes a northbound vehicle at 35 mph after skidding a distance
of 200 feet. Test skids determine the surface to have an average friction value of .80.
a. How fast was the eastbound vehicle going at first brake?
b. How many feet would it have traveled 6 seconds before the start of braking?
c. How long did it take the eastbound vehicle to skid the 200 ft distance?

one who might be
interested in becoming a member or associate member of
the IACAI, please
have them visit us at:
www.iacai.com

or, give them a copy
of the application included in this newsletter. Thank you!!
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SEMINAR ANNOUNCEMENT
-PLEASE POST-

The Indiana Association of Certified
Accident Investigators
P.O. Box 1566
Warsaw, IN 46581-1566

The Association is published
quarterly as a service to members of the Indiana Association of
Certified Accident Investigators.
Articles submitted are the responsibility of the author; the IACAI
assumes no responsibility
as to an article’s content..
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